Neighbors
urged to

work out
yule beef

Council leery of ruling
on hohday hght show

By Wlll Bigham.:-
Staﬁ Writer " 3

CLAREMONT — The C1ty Councﬂ
declined to take action Tuesday night to limit
the scope and operatmg hours of Whittier
Avenue’s “Christmas i
House,” an elaborate Christ- Eﬁ\%mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ I HaEE
mas light' show that NG ban yet
attracted thousonds of Medical marijuana
nightly visitors in Decem- issue 1o qo before
ber and angered some Claremont City

- mearby residents. Council again in July.
The council encouraged 9

the operator of the light

show, Richard Viselli, 55, to meet with con-
cerned neighbors to come up Wwith compro-
mises that can be put into place before next
year’s Christmas season.

They also encouraged city staff to act as
mediators.

“Nobody here wants to see this regulated,”

said Councilman Sam Pedroza, echoing

remarks made by several council members
who did not feel the Council Chamber was the
appropriate venue to address the ne1ghborhood
dispute.

Viselli is a Christmas enthusiast whose pas-

sion for the season drove him to create what he
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bbed- the “Christmas House.”

He decorated his.home with
more than 58,000 Christmas
lights and synchromzed the
I’ights to a musical score that he

‘broadcast from a low-watt FM"

fadio transmitter.

~-Viselli operated the display
from 6 to 10 every night during
December. At its peak the light
show attracted thousands  of
mghtly Visitors.

A group of 11 nelghbmhood
households petitioned the 01ty

to limit the scope of Viselli’s
light display, citing traffic, litter-

+ing and noise issues caused by

the exhlbmon_
“'The rielghborhood push

against Viselli was ‘spearheaded ‘

by Barbara Swartz, 44, who
lives across the street from
Viselli.

Swartz’s anger over the dis-
play boiled over on Christmas
Eve when she got into a physi-
cal confrontation with Viselli at
the entrance to his home. She
did not attend Tuesday night’s
council meeting. -

Viselli said after the meeting
that he was willing to work out

a compromise with the

Swartzes and other concemed -

neighbors, citing limits to opet:,
ating days and hours that he i
willingto consider.. - -

Robert Swa‘rt.zﬁ Barbaré

Swartz’s husband, was less
enthusiastic about workmg w1th

Viselli, saying he “got .

nowhere” when working previ-

ously with City Manager Jeff
Parker.

“We will not be able to work
out the issues between us,” Rob-
ert Swartz said.

Staff writer Will Bigham can be
reached by e-mail at will.big-
ham@dailybulletin.com, or by-.
phone at (909) 483-8553.



